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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the level of institutional loyalty and belonging among
members of the Palestinian security forces working in the northern governorates of Pal-
estine, focusing on identifying the sociological and psychological factors influencing
it during the year 2025. The researcher used a descriptive-analytical approach and de-
signed two data collection instruments: a questionnaire consisting of(24) items, which
was distributed to a random sample 0f(420) members of the Palestinian security forces,
with a response rate 0f(92.6%); and interviews, which served as a second data collec-
tion instrument, conducted with a random sample of(10) officers from central depart-
ments and general administrations within the Palestinian security services.

The results showed that members of the security forces feel proud of their affiliation
with the security institution due to its national and symbolic nature, and that social
relations among them within the institution are strong. Conversely, the results indi-
cated weak loyalty and belonging resulting from authoritarian leadership, and that the
security institution’s leadership does not provide adequate support and assistance to its
members in all aspects, with insufficient material and moral support and recognition
commensurate with performance. The study recommended the need to shift to partici-
patory leadership, intensify training and qualification programs to develop competen-
cies, apply transparency and fairness in the distribution of tasks and promotions, and
expand the participation of individuals in decision-making.

Keywords: Institutional loyalty, institutional belonging, Palestinian security forces,
Sociological Factors, Psychological Factors.
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Abstract
This research aims to illuminate fabricated accounts and their patterns of influence on
the morale integrity of the Palestinian security forces personnel, as well as to analyze
how the Palestinian legislator addresses this issue under Decree-Law No. (10) of 2018
concerning Cybercrime and its amendments. The study addresses a core problem: What
is the extent of the fabricated accounts’ impact as a tool for psychological warfare on
the morale of the Palestinian security forces? To achieve the research objectives, the

researchers adopted a descriptive-analytical methodology to evaluate the sufficiency
of the Decree-Law’s provisions in controlling this phenomenon. The study concluded
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that a legislative gap exists, which limits the combating of fabricated accounts, hinders
the prosecution of their perpetrators, and amplifies the psychological impact on secu-
rity agencies. Consequently, the researchers recommended the necessity of amending
national legislation and developing more effective legal and technical mechanisms, in
addition to enhancing digital literacy among the Palestinian security forces.

Keywords: Fabricated Accounts, Palestinian Security Forces Morale, Decree-Law No.
(10) of 2018 on Cybercrime and its Amendments.
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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the role of rumors in shaping psychological stress among
members of the Palestinian security forces and to identify their forms and sources. The
study employed a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a questionnaire. The sample
consisted of a convenience sample of 330 members of the Palestinian security forces.
The results showed that members of the Palestinian security forces were highly ex-
posed to rumors, with a score of 3.7. The most prominent forms of rumors involved
questioning the integrity and transparency of the security establishment and undermin-
ing public trust in it. The primary sources of these rumors were identified as political
or partisan entities, closed online groups, social media platforms, and unofficial news
websites. The results also showed that the level of psychological stress among Palestin-
ian security personnel was moderate, at a score of 3.06. The findings indicated that the
increased spread of rumors exacerbates psychological stress on individuals, placing an
additional burden on them. The study also revealed that the aim behind these rumors is
to tarnish the image of the security services. The study recommended providing security
personnel with accurate and reliable information to mitigate the impact of rumors on
the integrity of the security institution. It also recommended developing an electronic
monitoring mechanism to track and professionally respond to rumors on social media
and in closed groups, as well as providing regular psychological support rograms to
help personnel cope with the stress resulting from rumors and alleviate their effects on
performance and morale.

Keywords: rumors, psychological pressure, Palestinian security forces.
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Abstract

Contemporary armed conflicts have witnessed a marked escalation in the use of psycho-
logical warfare and systematic rumors as strategic tools that transcend mere moral im-
pact, leading to grave violations of fundamental human rights. In some instances, these
actions may even rise to the level of international crimes. This raises a fundamental
legal issue concerning the possibility of holding those responsible for these operations
accountable before international criminal courts. This study aims to define the legal
framework for the responsibility of states and individuals for the use of psychological
warfare and rumors against civilians. It analyzes the concept of these operations, their
objectives, and their effects, and examines their legal classification under the provisions
of international humanitarian law and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court. The study also highlights the legal and evidentiary challenges associated with
prosecuting perpetrators. It employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine le-
gal texts, international conventions, and prominent judicial rulings, while utilizing a
comparative approach to compare international judicial practices and identify ambigu-
ities and legal gaps in the prosecution of psychological violations. The study draws on
the precedents of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. The results indicate that direct incitement
Overt psychological warfare and the spread of rumors can constitute the material ele-
ment of international crimes, necessitating enhanced accountability for states, individ-
uals, and non-state actors, particularly given the widespread use of digital media and
technological platforms. This is essential to ensure effective protection for civilians and
the development of comprehensive legal mechanisms to prosecute perpetrators of these
violations.

Keywords: psychological warfare, rumors, psychological abuse, international crimes,
criminal responsibility in conflicts.
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Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the impact of psychological warfare and rumors on job
burnout among employees in the Palestinian security institution, and to explore the me-
diating role of self-compassion in alleviating this burnout. The study adopted a descrip-
tive-analytical approach and utilized validated measures for psychological warfare and
rumors, job burnout, and self-compassion. A systematically randomized sample of 372
individuals was selected. The results indicated that psychological warfare and rumors
have a direct impact on job burnout, while self-compassion plays a mediating role in
reducing this effect. The study recommends developing training programs to enhance
self-compassion among security personnel and intensifying awareness campaigns on
the dangers of psychological warfare and rumors and strategies to counter them.

Keywords: Psychological warfare, Job burnout, Self-compassion, Security institution.
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Abstract

This study aims to examine collective trauma among Palestinian refugees from Gaza
who were displaced to Egypt following the 2023 war, focusing on the psychological and
social consequences of war crimes and crimes against humanity. The study employed
a descriptive-analytical approach, using a structured questionnaire that addressed three
main dimensions (psychological, social, and cultural effects) administered to (700) a
sample of refugees, along with in-depth interviews with a subsample. Findings revealed
that refugees experienced high levels of anxiety, depression, and insecurity, in addition
to the weakening of social and family ties and difficulties in adapting to displacement
conditions. Results also indicated statistically significant differences related to certain
demographic variables. The study recommends the development of comprehensive psy-
chosocial support programs for refugees, alongside tailored interventions by humanitar-
ian and relief organizations to address the long-term effects of collective trauma.

Keywords: Collective trauma, war crimes, psychological effects, social effects,
Gaza refugees.
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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the relationship between security awareness and psycho-
logical well-being among a sample of members of the Palestinian Presidential Guard,
considering several demographic variables (educational qualification, years of service,
and military rank). The researcher employed a comprehensive descriptive survey and
correlational design, applying the study to a sample of 175 individuals, and analyzed
their responses using appropriate statistical methods. Two scales were used to measure
security awareness and psychological well-being as data collection tools.

The results indicated that the level of security awareness among the Presidential Guard
members was very high across all dimensions, and their psychological well-being was
also generally high. The findings revealed a strong positive and statistically significant
relationship between security awareness and psychological well-being, suggesting that
as security awareness increases, psychological well-being also rises among the person-
nel. Furthermore, the results showed no statistically significant differences in the mean
ratings of security awareness and psychological well-being due to the demographic
variables of years of service, educational qualification, or military rank.

In light of these results, the study recommends enhancing security awareness and inte-
grating it with positive psychological practices in training and development programs
for security personnel, as this contributes to improving professional performance and
achieving psychological balance and well-being among staff.

Keywords: security awareness, psychological well-being, positive psychology, Pales-
tinian Presidential Guard.
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Abstract

This study examines the vital role of psychological sciences in enhancing recruitment
and personnel selection processes within modern military institutions. The focus is
placed on the application of psychological hardiness tests as a scientific tool to predict
soldiers’ adaptability to stress, toughness under pressure, and psychological readiness
for combat environments. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, drawing
upon relevant literature in military psychology and psychological resilience. Findings
reveal that hardiness assessments significantly enhance decision-making in military re-
cruitment, reduce psychological dropouts, and improve organizational stability. Sol-
diers with higher Psychological Hardiness scores show stronger emotional regulation
and better performance in high-pressure environments. The study recommends incor-
porating such tests into official recruitment policies and training programs for military
psychologists to ensure reliable evaluation procedures.

Keywords: Military Psychology, Psychological Hardiness, Recruitment, Performance,
Psychological Testing, Personnel Selection.
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